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News from the NHS: using 
policy to your advantage 

Noel Baxter – PCRS Policy Lead 

Saturday 9th November 2019
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Tracey Lonergan, PCRS Policy Coordinator 
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PCRS Opinion matters 

• PCRS is the national, independent, sought after and 
authoritative voice representing the view from the 
primary and community respiratory perspective.

• We campaign and work with specialist and 
generalist partners to influence policy and set 
standards to help improve outcomes for people 
living with respiratory symptoms and illness in the 
UK. 
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Developing consensus and 
taking a position on tricky things
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Helping you to create local 
guidance from our briefings
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•NHSE RightCare asthma and pneumonia - Due

•Respiratory Atlas of Variation - Published 27 September

•NHSE Respiratory Board – Year 1 

•NICE scoping on MyCOPD app - Initial feedback submitted 
10 September

•NICE re-opening COPD guide to assess CRP POCT in COPD –
NB input as NICE clinical adviser 

Drive implementation of 
respiratory disease as ‘must 

do’ priority
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Diagnosis – accurate 
diagnosis as the 

foundation of good 
care/value

•Focus of working group in LHTF

•NHSEs LTP working group on breathlessness pathway

•Spirometry register…. Complex ! PCRS friendly 
challenge and scrutiny to ARTP/ICST, PCRS position in 
development…
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Standards, 
measures, indicators 

and coding

•NICE asthma and COPD QOF review

•NHSE LTP Respiratory Board Metrics

•SNOMED  
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National guidelines

Including COPD and 
asthma

•BTS/SIGN guideline published 24 July. PCRS issued updated 
briefing document to be followed soon by new PCRS asthma 
consensus on diagnosis and management 

•NICE/BTS/SIGN guideline to go ahead – process and 
timelines to be discussed at BTS Winter meeting

•COPD triple therapy guideline went live on the 26th July

•BTS PR guideline: Clare Cook representing PCRS. Publication 
expected Q4 2020
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PCRS Campaigns

& Topical 

•Tobacco dependency e.g. COPD and Smoking indicators in 
QOF (position supported by ASH and BLF), PCRS submitted to 
Govt Green Paper on social care 

•E- cigarettes – Responding to media, ERS , USA events 

•Green Agenda – New PCRS position paper 
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NHSE Long Term Plan (LTP) 

Respiratory 

Delivery
Board 
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Respiratory Workstreams 

•Community Acquired Pneumonia 

• Early and accurate diagnosis 

•Pulmonary rehabilitation 

•Medicines optimisation 

• Flexible learning 

•Breathlessness 
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Metrics – How will LTP know 
how it is doing? 
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NHSE RightCare Respiratory 

• Respiratory Baseline Assessment 

•Case Finding 
•Medicines
•PR
•Diagnosis 
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Quality and Outcomes 
Framework ( QOF) 2020/21

Likely to be disappointing …

BUT 

There are some approved indicators 
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https://www.nice.org.uk/standards-and-indicators/index/

https://www.nice.org.uk/standards-and-indicators/index/
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National Asthma 

and COPD Audit 

Programme 

(NACAP)

Primary Care audit report 
January 2020?

England option seemingly 
rejected / review in 2 years? 
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How can you help PCRS 
to influence ?

We source members from a range of backgrounds to 
either represent PCRS or provide as an individual the 
best and current thinking to inform guidelines 
whether they be NICE, BTS or SIGN. 
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Help us form our opinion 

• Look out for the new PCRS Opinions web page and 
news item in In Touch

• Are we missing something that needs a position or 
consensus? 

• Do we need to update something sooner than we say 
we are planning 

• Could you be a policy wonk? Look out for the advert…

Noun. policy wonk (plural policy wonks) (politics, government) A 

person who studies or develops strategies and policies, especially one 

who has a keen interest in and aptitude for technical details.
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PCRS Opinion in PCRU  
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